
New headquarters
For the FLAAR digital imaging facilities
at Bowling Green State University.

Several major photographic equipment companies are 
working with FLAAR to set up a demo photo studio dedi-
cated to showcasing digital camera equipment and light-
ing.

ColorSpan is sending a second printer, a Mach 12, to add 
to the ColorSpan DisplayMaker XII already here. We also 
already have two printers from Epson and several from 
Hewlett-Packard.

As a result of all the sophisticated digital imaging equip-
ment, the university is providing this wonderful new 
space.

In turn, the availability of the new space is already attract-
ing more equipment. A Mimaki JV4 should be arriving 
shortly. This is because the new FLAAR + BGSU digital 
imaging facilities will be broadcast, daily, via the Internet 
to over 42 countries worldwide.

More than 20,000 people will see the new facilities on the 
FLAAR Information Network every month (and hence will 
see all the equipment in the new facility).

But that is only on one web site. FLAAR has a dozen web-
sites. Most get an average of 16,000 to 23,000 readers 
every month. That is not the hit count, we get over a million 
hits every month from just a single web site. The 20,000+ 
are actual readers. 

And more tens of thousands on the other FLAAR web 
sites. Then next month, another hundred thousand buyers 
come to read our evaluations, eager for information on 
which products FLAAR has found to be best. The 100,000+ 
readership includes all wide format inkjet printer, scanner, 
and digital photography sites together.

Of course that is just a single month. So it’s over a million 
readers a year.

If you wish your color management tools, software, inkjet 
media, printers, laminator or other related digital imaging 
product featured in the new FLAAR studios, now you know 
how to reach individuals and companies who are moving 
into digital imaging. 

E-mail is FLAARtest@aol.com.

mailto:flaartest@aol.com


Gitzo, Manfrotto, Elinchrom, Bogen, and other equipment 
arrives to outfi t the new FLAAR photo studios at BGSU from 
Bogen Photo, the premier importer of the best European 
photographic equipment.

All universities have to eventually select between IBM and 
Macintosh. FLAAR used to be largely Mac-oriented. But 
more and more people in digital imaging now recognize that 
PCs have caught up. Besides, PCs today are more powerful 
and cost less.  

Here a 2.2 GHz dual processor (total 4.4 GHz of power). 
Sorry Macintosh, but to power wide format inkjet printer 
RIPs, you need a dual processor PC. FLAAR prefers Dell 
computers at both the universities where it has studios.



Expanded FLAAR facilities at Francisco Marroquin 
University in Guatemala 
 
 
For decades FLAAR has 
traditionally maintained offices 
on three continents including 
facilities at universities in the 
USA and Latin America. 
 
Currently FLAAR has a digital 
imaging evaluation center at 
Bowling Green State University 
(Ohio) and in Francisco 
Marroquin University 
(Guatemala). 
 
We are in Guatemala because of the two art museums on campus, a 
museum of Mayan antiquities (Popol Vuh Museum) and a museum of 
indigenous Mayan weaving (Ixchel Museum). Our photo studios are in 
the archaeology museum. These are the photographs we use as test 
suites of the scanners, cameras, and wide format inkjet printers. 
 
 

In Europe we have only a modest office, but 
we are looking for a Hochschule or 
university in Austria, Germany, or 
Switzerland to set up a digital imaging 
facility to serve Europe. 
 
FLAAR currently is considering also opening 
up a facility to handle solvent ink wide 
format printers. If your university would be 
interested in a partnership with FLAAR, let 
us know at FLAARtest@aol.com. 
 
For the solvent ink printer facility we are 
open to partnerships with any university, 
college, community college in the USA or 
equivalent in any country in the world. 
 
On this page we show the new spaces being 

provided by the Francisco Marroquin University. These new spaces are 
to take care of our growth. Currently we have 12 employees here. 

 
HP DesignJet 5000 arriving at the FLAAR facility 
on the campus of Francisco Marroquin University 

 
20 new Dell computers and 20 
17"" flat panel LCD monitors are 
being installed as training room 
for introductory course on 
digital photography. 

 



 
The university is adding a 20-computer lab for the FLAAR digital 
imaging courses. We will teach introductory digital photography here. 
If you wish a comparable course for mid-range to high-end digital 
photography, that is a separate course via BGSU + FLAAR via the 
Internet (see www.digital-photography.org). 
 
Although FLAAR itself is about 60% Macintosh, the university decided 
that Dell PCs were more cost effective, especially since they could 
obtain 17"" flat panel LCD monitors at a reasonable price from Dell. 
LCD monitors take less space. Both FLAAR and the university 
appreciate the special pricing available from Dell. 
 

  
Nicholas Hellmuth (right) inspects installation 
of the 20 new computers and nice flat panel 
monitors. 

We have our eyes on this room for future 
expansion, since we also just received a 
42"laminator from USI. We have run out of 
space in our other rooms (behind the white 
wall). 

 
The new lab will also be available for local companies for them to 
provide training, for example, in order to provide training for Hewlett-
Packard Latin America. The university itself already had a DesignJet 
500ps and FLAAR already had a DesignJet 800ps. But to provide 
training we needed a complete set, so an HP DesignJet 5000 arrived 
last week. 
 
Universidad Francisco Marroquin is probably the only university in 
Latin America with three such state-of-the-art wide format inkjet 
printers available for their faculty, students, and visitors. 
 



 
 
Here is the portion of the FLAAR office at the university where your 
incoming e-mail Inquiry-Survey Forms are answered. 12 people work 
here so you can be sure if you contact us, you will get an answer 
usually within 48 hours if your inquiry is on any of the topics we cover.  
 
But please realize we can't repair your printer or fix your software 
glitches long distance, nor rescue your color management. For that 
you need to take a course. 




